
Latah County Historical Society

 Spring Newsletter
APRIL 2026
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Recent Donations
January 10, 2026 through April 15, 2026

Annual Fund Drive

Daryle Faircloth

Nels & Joyce ReeseAuthentic Restoration

Services

McConnell Mansion 
Window Project

Idaho Humanities Council

Registrars Committee - 

Western Region

Grants

Memorial Donations

Richard & Jodi Hodge

In memory of Gary Grove

Ginny Berg

Helen Wootton

In honor of Elna Barton’s
100  birthdayth

General Donations
Bearable Dentistry

Devin, Kristin & Agnes Becker

Guardian Property Services

Barbara O’Donnell

In memory of Joann Jones

Susan Roberts

Thank you for your support!
Visit latahcountyhistoricalsociety.org to learn more about LCHS and how you
can support our mission of preserving and celebrating Latah County’s history!



Lastly, we are saddened that Elaina Pierson is
leaving our office, but we wish her the best at the
University of Idaho Special Collections &
Archives. We are thrilled that her work at LCHS
equipped her with the skills necessary to take
this next step in her archival journey. She has
been a valued team member at LCHS for more
than 7 years, and we will miss her dearly. Elaina,
thank you for your years of service and
dedication to local history. 

Director & Curator Remarks
As always, we want to thank you all for your
continued support for local history and our
organization. Hayley recently had the pleasure of
visiting with Len Bielenberg. He recalled how the
Cornish estate that he administered was some of
the first seed money used to establish the
Historical Foundation endowment. After
discussing with our financial advisor, it is
estimated that nearly 30 years later, that original
investment is worth over $1.5 million today. We
want to recognize the work of our past LCHS
supporters, board, and staff who had the foresight
to set up the Foundation, which continues to
support our organization. If you are interested in
making a lasting legacy to LCHS, please consider
including the Foundation in your estate plans. 

- Hayley &
Kaitlynn







Message from the President
third original bay. The final bay of windows will
be restored in 2026 and we need your help to
bring the third phase of our Window Project to
completion. Your contributions to this
fundraising effort will have lasting impact for
generations to come by beautifying and
maintaining this important piece of historic and
architectural significance for our community.
Thank you to the members, supporters, and
community partners who have so far
contributed. We’re sincerely grateful for your
generosity. One more bay to go!

- Kelly
Zakariasen

Have you been enjoying the recent Spring
weather? The sunshine and warmth are
certainly welcome and foster anticipation of
more to come. At LCHS, we’re definitely
springing forward with upcoming engaging and
insightful events—be sure to mark your
calendars! We’d love to see you at our April
30th Suds With a Scholar featuring Board
Member and Ph.D. Dr. Lee Sappington.

When was the last time you visited the
McConnell Mansion? If it’s been over a year,
you likely haven’t seen the restoration of two of
our prominent window bays. These have been
carefully and skillfully restored, preserving the
original glass and fenestration of these
magnificent windows. Schedule a tour with us
to admire these treasures and the cherished
McConnell Mansion for an opportunity to
compare the restored bay windows with the



A Fond Farewell
As I put the finishing touches on this newsletter,
the last one I’ll do for LCHS, I’d like to take a
minute to express my gratitude for the people,
places, and experiences I have had the joy to
know over these past seven-plus years.

Whether working in the festive chaos of a
Victorian Christmas or quietly falling down
another historical rabbit hole in the archives,
almost every day has presented something
different, with new challenges and new things
to learn. I’ve had the pleasure of meeting and
getting to know countless fascinating people,
from our dedicated and hardworking corps of
volunteers to the many researchers and visitors
that pass through our doors, and especially the
stellar collection of coworkers I’ve shared my
days with. 

I have been honored to be part of the team
entrusted with caring for both the Centennial
Annex and the prettiest old girl in town, the
McConnell Mansion, and - forgive me while I
get a little sappy - being able to spend my time
in both of these awesome buildings has never
failed to make my heart happy. 

While leaving is bittersweet, it has been a joy
and a privilege to spend these years with
LCHS. 

With thanks,

Elaina Pierson
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