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We are very excited to announce that the McConnell
Mansion Window Project is finally under way! 

In March, contractors were on site removing the six Phase
One windows out of the Mansion's western bay. Crews will

return soon to restore the refurbished windows, install
storm windows, and repair animal and weather damage to

the eaves and soffits of that bay. See Director Hayley’s
article on page 6 for more updates. 

Please consider donating to the McConnell Mansion
Window Project. To learn more and to make a contribution

to this important preservation work, visit
latahcountyhistoricalsociety.org/window-project



Recent Donations
 December 16, 2023 through April 9, 2024

Contributors to McConnell Mansion Window Project

Contributors to Alternative Giving Market of the Palouse

Kathryn Anderson
Kaitlynn Anderson

Jocelyn Aycrigg
David Barber

Carly Bean
Claire Beeson

Scott & Diane Cornelius
Karen Dowling

Lee Anne Eareckson
Tanya Gale

Kimberly Green
Joan M Jones

Lisa Morris
Cynthia Kaag

Dulce Kersting-Lark
Marilyn Kohler

LeNelle McInturff
Debbie McLaughlin

Sarah Nelson
Soren Newman

Molly & Chris Pannkuk

Nancy Ruth Peterson
Diane Prorak

Louise Regelin
Mary Silvernale Shook

Judy Sobeloff
Gene Solomon
Julie Thomas

Jaime & Ed Walker
Andrew Weymouth

Janet Williams

Pamela Arborgreen
Kenton Bird & Gerri Sayler

Mark & Susan Boehne
David & Violet Bunting

Bob Chenoweth
Michelle Connelly
Margaret Conrad

Polly & Tom Crowley
Dave & Sue Eschen

Sharon Herkes
Gretchen Isakson

Keith Petersen & Mary Reed

Nancy Ruth Peterson
Robert & Victoria Peterson

D. Nels & Joyce Reese
Louise Regelin

Catherine Strickland
Gary Strong

Steve & Chris Talbott
Frances & Bill Thompson

David & Dorothy Wahl
Joanne Westberg

Larry & Carmen Westberg

Thank you for your support!



Avista Foundation
City of Moscow

Idaho Heritage Trust

Grants

Ginny Berg, 
in honor of Elna Barton’s 

98th birthday

Memorial 
Donations

General Donations
Devin Becker

Len Bielenberg & 
Mary Bielenberg-Sanchez
Karl & MaryAnn Boehmke

Don & Karen Burnett
Guardian Property Services

Dan & Joyce Leonard
Julie A. Miller

Paradise Lodge No. 17, A.F. & A.M.
Jack Porter

D. Nels & Joyce Reese
Susan Roberts

Melissa Rockwood
Amy Snell

Ellen Thiem
Jane Weiss

Polly Crowley
Sharon Herkes

Mike & Vicki McGahan
David & Dorothy Wahl

Donations to 
Annual Fund Drive



Curator's Comments
being restored. This was only made possible with
the help of our amazing community and several
grants. The window restoration may have just
begun, but we recognize there is still a way to go.
We hope that you all will continue to support us
through this multi-year project and watch a part
of Latah County's history being preserved. 

Thank you to our members, volunteers, interns,
sponsors, and visitors from near and far. LCHS is
truly appreciative of being able to preserve the
history of Latah County. We look forward to the
amazing events and projects yet to come in
2024.

- Kaitlynn

Hi, fellow history lovers, and welcome to 2024.
We seem to find ourselves with yet another busy,
but exciting, year ahead of us. Between new
exhibits, public programming, our signature
events, and projects, we at LCHS stay quite busy.
One project that is in the works is a revamping of
our traveling trunk program, now renamed Hands
on History. Through the help of an intern and
grant, we are creating a pilot education trunk
program that will provide students throughout the
county a chance to learn about various topics
with the use of objects. In addition to our other
goals, building relationships with teachers and
offering resources both inside and outside of the
classroom is another goal. We cannot wait to
have this program officially up and running to
reach students throughout the county.

If you’ve driven by the Mansion lately, you might
have noticed that a set of bay windows has been
removed. We have successfully reached our First
Phase of the McConnell Mansion Window
Project, with the first set of bay windows currently





McConnell Mansion starting at 5:30 or drop in
after the program until 8pm for cake to celebrate
the project with us. 

We’ve got an exciting lineup of programs coming
up over the next few months, including a new
exhibit, Idaho Gives, the Ice Cream Social, and
tabling at the Moscow Family History Fair. I hope
we will see you at some of these events and
please do not hesitate to reach out with any
questions. A huge THANK YOU goes out to
those who have already contributed to the
Window Project and for your continued support.
We could not do this important work without you. 

Director's Remarks
I am so pleased to let you all know that we are
well underway with the McConnell Mansion
Window Project. Members should have recently
received a letter from me detailing the specifics of
the Window Project. In addition to member
donations, I am pursuing various grants,
foundation applications, and community
fundraisers. Since September 2022, our
members and community organizations have
donated over $40,000, plus contributions to Idaho
Gives, the Alternative Giving Market of the
Palouse, and Bobbi Kelly calendar sales. That is
amazing!! I’ve said it before, and I’ll say it again –
I am so thankful that we have a community that
values history and the preservation of the
McConnell Mansion. 

Please join us for Suds with a Scholar featuring
Dr. Priscilla Wegars as she discusses Moscow’s
red-light district. The talk will start at 6:30pm at
the 1912 Center’s Lecompte Auditorium. I hope
you will also join us before or after the Suds
program to celebrate Phase One of the Window
Project, with a visit across the street. Stop by the

- Hayley

Not yet a member of the historical society? Join us!
If you believe in the power of local history to create strong, vibrant, welcoming communities, then
we invite you to become a sustaining member of our organization. The generosity of members
supports all aspects of our operations, from free public programs and maintaining the McConnell
Mansion to keeping the lights on in our research archive.

Join at whatever level you are able; every member enjoys the same benefits - reduced entry fees at
events, routine newsletters, a copy of our annual magazine Latah Legacy, and the satisfaction of
knowing that you are preserving Latah County heritage.

Visit latahcountyhistoricalsociety.org/join to learn more!



Message from the President
research at the Latah County Historical Society
annex and then stopped by the mansion, and
there were university students fulfilling an
assignment to visit a vintage home. The busy
afternoon reminded me of how important LCHS
is to the community and how much we offer to
the public. 

The mansion is open Tuesday through Friday
from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m., and some Saturdays.
Stop by and check on our window restoration
project. We hope to see you soon.

- Joanne Westberg

As I write this, I am getting ready to serve as
the docent at the McConnell Mansion this
afternoon. I volunteer as a docent, or guide, at
the mansion and offer tours to visitors once a
week. There are explanatory panels on the
walls of the different rooms for those who prefer
to wander on their own, but the docents are at
the ready if guests have questions.
 
On one afternoon in March we had twenty
visitors, among them a family from southern
Idaho with five children. It is particularly fun to
show the home to younger guests, pointing out
such things as the gadgets in the kitchen, the
old telephone, the Victorian hair art, and the
difference in the sounds of the doorbells. I look
forward to this time of year when we will be
doing more school tours. There was also a
couple who had come to Moscow to do
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