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As we go to press with this issue, a new drive for upanded. memberslrlp in the Society is-uiiair way. ~:liiCi
dent with a September 11 .f\lll~age ad in the ldahoniaa1
letters vere sent to 6oo carefully selected ~s of
prospective new members throughout the county. ~
selections were the result of several months• work by
the Membership CoDIIlittee of Don and Mary Eve:cytl DuSault,
P..osemary Shull., Marguerite Laughlin., and Mildred Haber•
1y ani headed by Carol Renfrew. ~ group also •nt
out the letters with a Museum Society brochure, a membership application blank, am a return-addressed envelope enclosed with each. Membership cards-a new
idea-w1ll be sent to all new meJJi)ers brought in by the
drive. Meauwhile the committee will welcome opportuni•
ties to talk to interested groups about the Society
8l1d its programs.
Cal.emar Ilea got off to pod at.arts in most colllllU.Bieounty earJ.y in Septuber, report Elis~th
Gaston and Cora Kmtt, who have been spearheading this
projeet. Of the 1 1 000 printed, over 200 had been sold
by September 20, with many more in the hands of local
groups which are selling them on commission.

ti8s oft

Nearly every community has a PD. or other locally spon- ·
sored calendar, Elizabeth and Cora report, and beoa\188
ot this some have been reluctant to UDdertake selling
the Museum Society• s calendar. 1he unique nature o!
our ealeDdars, with their historic date reoord and the
fine collection of pioneer scene photos, gives them a
special appeal -which ve hope more and more users will
come to appreciate. Every mellber should lend a hand in
selling the remainder of these calendars, all prooeeds
from which go into the ceneral .f'und or the Society.

oenems

Book sales, principally or John A. Platt Is Whispers
t.rom did
also have gone well, with 18as than
90CoP!is of
special memorial edition still on
hand at the Museum out of the 2SO original.ly stocked.
New mterest in the book, it is hoped, will result trom
a half-hour te~evision program which was taped by the
Publications CoDRittee (Jeannette Talbott, Lillian otness, and Kenneth Platt) and Curator lou Cormier tor
showing on <lla.zmel 5, KRPL, Moscow, at a later date.
By courtesy of the station, the Society will be given
an excellent vieving time in a spot assigned for public
service preseutat:lDBs. The generous half-hour time
aJJ.ovance enabled the group to make a general sweep of
the Society• s objectives and programs, with about the
last ten minutes devoted to our publications activities
as a whole, and the book sales project in particular.
As shown in the 'lreasurer 1 s report elsewhere, sales o£
this book up to SepWJd>er 2 had returned just enough to
pay the costs o~ buying the 2SO copies from the publisher. It is the salas from. now on that will put money in
the Publications Fund, to. a total of about $67.$ when
all are sold. Hell>ers are urged to help in spreading

the word on these remaining bargain sales 1 the Societ71 s
price tag being $6.9$, while the CODID8rcial bookstall
price is $8.9S. !ell your friends to tell their
friends L $6.95 at the Museum or $7.25 by maUJ checks
pa;yabl.e to Latah County Museum Society.
7he SocietfJis exhibit at the Latah County Fair, Septe.12-13• , cmce more attracted enthusiastic visitor
attention. Clifford ott 1 s splend4d wall display of
historic scenes .from all cenmunitiea and occupations of
the county, together with seven books o£ his photos en
particular subjects (e.g., harvesting) and communities,
seldom was without from two to six or eight viewers,
many of whom came back repeatedl,y. Two-and three-generation groups vere noted .from time to time, with deli~ted remarks going back and forth as older members
were recognized in the pictures, and small-fl'y exclamations like "Were you reall.,y there?" and "Look, there's
Grandpa 111 popped out.

ber

-3Cal.endar displays sharing the walls, with several dif".ferent pictures on view, sparked many requests :for purchase
which were directed to the Historical Club • s sale stand
out in front of the fair pavilion. Books for sale by
the Society also were on display, with orders being
listed for attention by the Museum otf'ice.
~is year's exhibit space was more tavorabzy- located
and provided better viewer access than has been the case
in pretious years. Request is being made to the Fair
Board that this space be assigned "the Soeiety each year,

until other arrangements become des:irable.

lreasurer 1 s

Report

items of current interest as SUDDarized to September 2, 1975 :

·The tol.l.owUlg figures show main

Balance in Ge:aeral Fund
~e cial saYings a ccount at Bank of Idaho
Building F\md savings, Idaho 1st National:
Savings certificate
$1,372.50 )
ft

1~00.00)

•

n,tal sales of Platt book

Postage on 53 books mailed
Net proceeds
Initial cost o£ books
Net balance to Publications Fund

Calendar printing and. birxling costs
calendar sales to ~te

1,121.9$
345.00

Oral History Project:

Society appropriation
New private_donations
lbtal operating funds

Office costs

500.QO

3:W.OO
SlbJ)b

$335.69 )

Mileage cost's

Net operating balance

358.20 )

639.89
$ll6•ll
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Curator Sought

111 this day of ear~ retirements but with more and more
people continuing in useful activities atter ceasing
their career occupations, there should be someone
around who would find living at and teming McConnell
Mansion an opportunity to his or her lild.Dg. ~e job
offers an unusual combination of iDcentins a comfort•
able free private living space in unique:q elegant nrroundings, a large degree of sel.t-d:Lreetion in doing
the necessary work, a sigpificant part in helping to
restore am preserve treasured historic aementoes of
our collllUility, daily contact with a wide range of interested and interesting people visiting or working at the
MuseUJil.. 'lbe dedication to public service which the job
implici~ calls for is balanced by more than usual
public appreciation.
'!be hstees will welcome all suggestions of prospee~h to fill the position by the
eftd of the yera, and earlier it possible.

tiw candidates. '!bey

*****

-Repainting of all pH'Chea and steps
-Repainting of all second-:f'loor. am moat first-floor
viDdov fraaes, and reputtying :arid. repainting of saa
- OUtside washing of all windows, am closer fitting

of storm windows atter the repainting
- Beplacement of back steps, and addition of a small
patio deck there to complement use of the fiower
garden for afternoon outdoor affairs
- AdclitiDn of a white picket fence along the back end
of the lDt, enhancing the formally re-landscaped
flower beds
- Painting of the storage shed
- Trees on Second Street trimmed higher to give clear

Yisioa of traffic
- hes on adjoining Adair lot border trimmed to remove llmba hancing over the Mansion tront porch
am obstructing light to upstairs windows

-sNearly all this work has been done as part ot the activities of Kev:Ul Wareucke, Un1Tersity Jlllseology student assigned to the Societ;r for practical training in
!IDlseum operations, · UD:ier direction of Mr. Cormier.
"Weather permitting, we will have the other half of the
back porch with a new deck on it," Lou reports. •All
these improve•nts ot the property make for a l*lre
pleasing and complete way of serving the public, tor
which the Museum is intended•"

Reservations .for school tours of the Museum are coming
in ahead of achedule, Mr. Cormier notes-a favorable
OJIBD for the fUture. Increased interest from schools
may be expected to result from the use of our Oral
History tapes and booklets, •ntioned elsewhere in

this issue.
Mu88WI visitors trom July 1 to now were
and 55 children.
~

39S adal:ts

Historz ~Bicentennial 1he.e

ihe national Bicentennial theme of appreciation £or our
pioneer beginnings is at the core of the Societ7 1 s oral
history project. In the course of gathering sae 28S
hours of tape and thousands ot pages ot typed transcripts trom 135 informants over the past two years,
the project has gained. recognition as the exe~~plar ot
its k1Dd in the Northwest. Increasing:cyj project director Sam -S chrager is being recognized as a leading aui:illority am pace setter -in this field, as he is called on
more am more to speak at conferences on oral history
•tbods. Most recent]J, he was a speaker at the North
Idaho Oral History Conference at Coeur d 1Alene •
1he value tor f'uture reference ot the above documentary
record of still extant pioneer recollections and persoaalities is sure to multip:cy over the next tew years aa
these sources ot our history pass ilTetrievab~ froa
further access. 111, Society may well congratulate 1~
selt on having sponsored and supported this project at
this particularly tiM~ juncture, when it has both • t
a critical need tor aving action and produced a signit-

-6icant am continuing contribution toward fuller appreciation of the foundations or our national heritage.

It is gratifying to see these materials now being put to
rapit::rcy" increasing use in the schools of the county.
'lhe two booklets prepared last spring from the tapes for

use a 4th grade level have proved attractive at junior
high level as well. Printed in small numbers for ini•
tial testing under auspices of the North Idaho Multi-

District (Potlatch-Troy-Deary-lorlll~Dirick-Genesee) 1
the booklets now are being reproduced in 400 to 600

copies each to meet requests already generated. These
will be sold to schools at cost (about .50- each), according to Herb Heustis o t ~y, who is heading the
Latah County CE~-tunded project for drawing usable curriculwa materials out ot the original tapes and transcriPts. ~ 110re booklets in preparation by Karen
Purtee, social studies curriculum writer under the CETA
grant, are expected t.o be ready in about a mnth,
Heustis reports.

1he init:lal. two booklets, telling of homesteading in
the valley o£ Parle as recollected by Edward Swenson and
frontier days in the white pine country as remembered
tried in 4th grade
classes at Troy, Deary, Genesee, Kendrick, and PlUlJIEr
and in junior high classes at the latter two schools
last spring. Both pupil and teacher response was enthusiastic in all schools.
by Arthur Bjerke of Deary, were

~

key to this success, teachers think, is the pairing

ot voice topes of the authors with reading of the booklets.

The booklet alone would be just another reading

assigmaent1 . they say, while the tape alone would lack

substance, but the two combine to convey their
story in a way that makes the narration an exciting and
"real life11 eJq>erience to young listeners.

tangl.ble

During the summer inquiries came in from schools and
libraries all over Idaho and from many points outside
the state, says Heustis. With more booklets available
for sample distribution trom the larger printirlgs now
being made, a much wider demand is foreseen.
Tl;le maJ:V" Society members and friends who have donated a

- 7 total of more than $6 ,~ out of the .funds needed so far
for the Oral History Project can take real satisfact:ion
from the benefits now being realized. At the same time
we may note that there still is much equally useful recording for the project to accomplish if its funding
ean be extended. Continuation of CEm :funding will pay
Mr. Schrager 1 s salary through the remaimer of 1975 am
possibly through June of 1976. 1he Society• s budget,
however, has no funds for operational needs of the work.
Some $300 is needed from private sources to meet trawl
and recording costs over the next three months, and an
additional $500 would enable the project to be continued until the middle of next year. Donations for this
purpose will be helping a proven good cause and will be
most gratef\lll.y received. Checks may be sent to the
McConnell Mansion, llO South Adams, Moscow, Idaho, and
shoul.d be made payable to the Latah County Museum Society and designated for the Oral Histor,y Project.
~ celebration planned by the local Bicentennial Committee will focus on oral history during the month of
November. A program based on the Museum Society• s
tapes is now being prepared and will be presented next
mnth to schools and other groups in communities throughout the county. In addition to presentations before
organizations, a program open to the public w1thout
charge is scheduled for Moscow for .sunday, November 2
at the Eggan Youth Center at 2:00 p.m. Members are
urged to attend and to ·encourage their friends to attend. For the program in other collUJI.lnities of the
county, please watch local news sources for announce.:mts of times and places.

~

Local History _!!! ~

Mrs. Alma Lauder Keeling is making fi.fty copies o~ ·D e
Un..COftl'ed W!fii available for sale, with all proceiifii
'EO go to the
.ah County Museum Society. This is her
account ot the pioneer 1aylor and Lauder families and of ~1oscow beginnings and ear~ development. Numerous pioneer photos and a cover featuring a color picture make
this a most attractive volume. The price is $10.00.
Orders may be sent to the Museum Society or to Mrs.
Keeling at 1320 Deakin, Mescow, Idaho 83843~

- 8Book Review
Nost previous Bulletin reviews of writings about pioneer
times and doings have dealt primarily with early settlers and the conditions they coped with. A rereading
ot these reviews all at one sitting could make an interesting hour or two for members who have saved their
Bulletins.

'lbe present review covers a marmscript which l.Doks at
pioneering times as seen by an ear)Jr merchant family of
LaUh County. 1hose ot us from rural backgrounds tem
to forget that earlf businessmen also worked hard and
lived frugally, meanwhile risking their scarce capital
resources to finance trade ventures vital to development of the country, but by no means assured of success.
When hard times struck, many of these ventures failed,
and their owners had to start again .f'rom scratch. ~e
fact that Latah County today has only about one fi.tth
the number of trade centers that once existed within
its boundaries is Jlllte testiloony to the hundreds of historic figures who "paid their dues, " so to speak, in
business investments in communities now defunct, or in
enterprises wjped out by financial misfortune even
though the comDil.llity survived.
Some Recoll.ections of Bo•r David, lflliD to 1910 smws
what went into the iiiakiiig of David 18""'".5t0re, lOiig the
leading mercantile establishment of Moscow and a large
surrounding area. The account not onq covers this
David family enterprise through its pioneer ups arxl
downs, but also looks around at what was happening to
other businesses in the same period. Written in June
1966, these Recollections were never wide~ circulated.
We are pleased to be able to give Quarterg Bulletin
readers the illustrative portions quoted here:
"OUr familT came to Moscow in 18901 when I was nine
years old, so I remember the events of that period

quite well. Recent:cy-, in talldng to the Secretary of
the Chamber of Commerce, he asked me about some of the
early history of the town, and some other persons have
asked me to write these recollections, so this is
nor effort.

- 9• ~ 1890 • s were interesting years, and businessmen
were ag~essive and, in spite of the national panic of
1893, considerable progress was made. In fact, the
largest buildings on our Main Street today were built
in the 1890's •• e • ~e modes or transportation and
the ways of doing business gaduall.y changed. During
the pioneer days, and even the 1890's and earlY 1900's,
a great deal of business was done on credit, and people,
particular:cy farmers, would trade at the stores and pay
their bills once a year. Since we had a store, am I
became a full-time employee in 1901, arter graduating
trom the University of Idaho, I well remember how the
farmers would come in and pay their bill once a year,
aad it was the custom to always give them some kind of
a present at the time they paid their bill-a hat, or
something for the wives. During those years, the per•
sonalities in businesses had a great deal to do with
the lo7alty of customers. It isn't that way today. I
remember when people would come to the store with the
children, Father David would al~s g:lw the children
candy, or remember an anniversary, or give the .fUdly
presents when the children were married, and things of
that nature. 1he stores were adequate, but there was
no cash am Car%7, or markets, as they are today.

"It is interesting to think of the changes in Moscow,
8Dd I am go:ing to mentien a few things. For instanoe,
there vas no electricity in Moscow until the late 1890 1 s,
and there was no rural electrification for fi.t'ty or
mre years att.er that, so it went from candl.es to J.aaps,
aDd as I remember the lamps, there were hand lamps
which had a bowl, a wick and burner, am a glass globe.
Coal oil, which later was called kerosene, was used tor
the lighting fUel. Later, wall brackets were placed on
the wall, with a squatty lamp, and then there were hanging lamps-elaborately decorated-eperhaps with prisms
and colored shades that were placed· in the parlor, along
with the horsehair sofas, the whatnots, organs and
Brussels carpets. I presuae the lamps were used in the
country until rural electrifioation became a fact. After coal oll lamps came the Coleman gas lamps.
•nten it was the telephone era. In the earzy 1890's,
the first telephone line came into Moscow. It was a

-10single line, and they had a central of:f'i.ce onlJ, with a
girl operator whose name, I remember, was Maude Cole,
who later married a 1-'Jr. F.rederick of Seattle, who was a
partner of the Frederick and Nelson store. I was the
Tery first messenger boy that this office had. My duty
was, i t a call came in for a businessman on the street,
to go out and tell him, and he would have to come to

the central office to take the call. 'lhere was not
amther phone in the town. Some years later, there were
some phones i.natall.ed in town, and a man by the name of
c. F. Lake, I believe, was the first man to have charge
of that office, at one tine in the First National Bank
Building. In later years, larger offices and more
phones were install.ed, and Ezra Meeker enlarged the systea. Later, W. W. Langdon took over, and still later,
the Interstate lelephone Comp&J\Y of Spokane, which had
established offices all over the Palouse country, came
to town, am a Moscow boy, Clarence Johnson, was the
head of this telephone Conpany • • • •

"'f course,

washing machines and kitchen equipment, as
it is today, was unknown. A wood tub and washboard, an
' :iron kitchen range, and a broom were about all the
household equipoent they had. I think by 1910, some
CODp&n1' put out a washing machine with a wooden tub,
with a lewr on the top that, by pushing it back -aad
forth, moved an agitator 1n the tub. ihis type is the
first model I can remember.

•Saturday was the trading -~the day when t~ rar.rs
brought their produce--butter, eggs, am other thingsto town. 1he men would go to the office in the store
·:-aai ~tt their cigar, as was th~ custom. lbe ~omen would
congrf3gate around the large stoves, especially in the
cooler weather, and the entire day would be spent in
vi-aiting, while the men would do other bus~ss 1 or
have a social drink in the saloons, or sit on the
wooden benches lined along Main Street • • • •
"'ur store gave aluminum pieces /)okenif representing
cash for the produce, an::l that was the same as cash over
the counter. I still see some of those old ·coins
around, as I do the thermmeters we always gave for
Christmas presents. Maey of the customers, when they

-11paid the:ir bills in the fall or winter, would bring in,
for instance, sausage by the hundred-pound lots for
credit on account. The Hordemanns, Bruegemanns and
Jackshas would make that good old German sausage, and
how good it was, with sourdough buckwheat pancakes. No
troubl.e to sell it, because the folks in town wouJ.d
have standing orders for it when we received it. • • •
Butter was another item, made in two-pound rolls wrapped
in cheese clothe There were coun't%7 people who made the
finest, sweetest butter, and brought it in every week.
We had customers over town who used butter made by the
same people for man;y, lD8l\f years. · llie Burke's, the
Gibbs•, the Neighbors•, and many others who had a reputation for the very best. • ••

"Several. people have asked me to write mre, especially
about the history of the store, and of the David Fami~.
ibis I do with some modesty • 7he David ~ tree
dates back as far as 1537, as I have it. The Davids
were a fam:l.J.jr of painters and sculptors, whose works
are 11P1f exhibited in museuas in Europe and A.rica.
They were French Huguenots, who went to Holland for religious .f'reedom, and from there JJUuated to AlMrica in
1636, lar¥iing at Daveq>ort Neck, !Alng Iala.M, where they
founded a town called New Rochelle. ~ere is a David
Island off the coast, which we presume was named for
the David f~ • Our ancestors fought in the RevolutioD&r¥ War; two, father and son named John • • • •
~ther 1 s 100ther' s name was Ruark, of Pennsyl.vania Dutch
deseent. Mother• s heritage was one-half' Scotch, and
one-hal.f English. Her maiden name was Jameson, and
her mther is -na.e WaS Parslmi.·
•~ather David vas born in 18$$ on a farm near Mineral
Point, Wisconsin. ~ere he went to a country school,
attended the Platville Normal School a coupl.B of years
before going to work for a druggist in Muscoda. ~re
he married Ella Maria Jameson, the daughter ot Dr. VII.
Kirk Jameson, in 1876.

David family came from Muscoda, Wisconsin to Mo scow in June, 1890. Father David had come out in 1889,
with his brother-in-law, H. R. anith, who married
Mother• s sister. Mr. Smith had been Superintendent of
n 1he

-12Schools in Richl.and Center, Wisconsin. The two bought
1.and .trom Mace Cornwall, who had also lived in 1-iuscoda
before coming to Moscow, and decided to settle in Moscow, rather than to go on to Seattle, as originally
planned. I think Father was influenced in his decision
by the fact that the University of Idaho had been loca.._
ed in Moscow in 1889, and he was interested in having
his family get an education. Of course, another factor
vas tha:t the Palouse country was a fertile valley, and
the cli.Jiate was good.
•The trip west from Wisconsin to Moscow was a memorable
one for me. I was nine years old on June 18, 1890, the
dq we started. I had been given a knife for my birthday present, and after boarding the train for St. Paul,
I was leaning out of the car window and dropped the
lmif'e. It almost broke Il\Y heart. • • •
•At that time there was no ventilation in the cars, and
the windows were opened for .t"resh air. 1he cinders
came .t:cying into the car from the eng:ine. Mother had
packed a large lunch basket, for there were- no sleepers
or diners on trains in those days. We stayed over
night at a hotel in St. Paul, and the next day began a
journey that may have taken four or more days to
~kane.

•.&t one end of the car was a stove which could be used

D7 passengers at •al times, i f they wished io vana

tuou•

toocl. 1b8re were no electric lights on the train tHa.
ad as it became d~~ '!;he brak~ would come
V1e W.ia wi~ his lighter and stool, to light the gas
fixtures. We arrived in Spokane and stayed at the
Merchants • Hotel, on the banks of the River, as I remember, about where the *okane Club is nov located.
It vas there I saw my first electric light, hanging
down from the ceiling on a green cord. ~e bulb fascinated • , and I remember turning it on am off.

-we CUI& to Moscow on the o. R. & N. Railroad, that had
been built into Moscow in 1886, and stayed the first
week or so at the Hotel Del Norte (now Moscow Manor)
before moving into a rented house, owned by a Mrs.
rait, at the corner ot Van Buren and B streets. I now

-13live in this same location, having purchased the pro'!he old house., of course, was moved,
8Dd I built D\1 present home after J1tV marriage in 1910.

perty in 1908.

"Father and Mr. Smith s tarted a sawmill •• • near what
was the village or Cormrall, seven miles East of Moscow,
a thriving little place with stores, saloons, and a few
f'amilies. Timber was available there, but Father was
J»t a sawmill ma.n, so went to work for McConnell-Maguire Co. that tall, and placed his four children in
the public schools. In 1891 he bought an interest in
the stere. In 1891 a new building was built at the
oomer of First and Main (on borrowed eapital), now the
~tuna Apartments. In 1893 the Nation vas suf'f'ering
from a severe depression. lhe store could not pa7 its
debts, so went into the hands of a receiver. Father
lost all he had invested, a sum of $45,000, which at
that time was a considerable amount.
•~ather then went to work tor Mix and White who had a
DUrse17., selling fruit trees., tor a salary of $50.00
a ~nth. He traveled over the country, as tar as
Grangeville on the south., and Bosalia on the DOrth,
with a teaa and small hack. He sold the first prune
trees ever planted in this area.

"We never missed~ school., never writ hungry-but our
tare was plain. ftther• s mether., · who lived with us,
knitted our caps, stockings, etc... whicll· helped a lot.
Oue a ldrlth, ·. ather would come Hoae. I r8Ja8Jiber that
wbeD ft.ther would~-~~ ~ ~~ pt haircuts, Father
making th8- rounds with his clippers. One day we would
be at school with long hair., the next, with heads
clipped all over.

•In the

•anti•,

Father and a man named Rhodes became

inwrested in a gold mine at Florence, Idaho, and in
the SURDer of 1896, they took :in a five-stanp mill,
with an eight-horse mule team tor hauling :the heavy
machinery. • • • ~ mine did not prove prat.itable, and
in the taJ_l ot 1896 Fa:tJler took a bankrupt stock of dry
goods .trom Juliaetta, owned by a Spokane Bank, brought
it to Moscow and opened a store. Later he bought this
small stock, inc~ased the inventory, put in a grocery

{

..

-llJdepartment, aDi that was the beginning of Davids' Inc·.
It vas located in what is now the state Liquor Store 1
with a ti.tteeD-foot

tro~at.

III vas in hig)l school at this tille, and since it vas
before telephones, I would walk owr town, from the
east side to the west side, taking gr-ocery orders. Mter school, it was rq job to deliar these groceries
with a oDe-horse rig • • • •. Later the store meTed
aero• the street to the Spicer Blook (nov CrosslerO'Connor Building) • In 1899 1 he aDd a partner, Mr.
El.71 bought tbe Dernbam KaufU.n Building, at the cenaer
ot Main am Third1 the present location of Davids' Inc.

•Father David's idea of coming to Moscow so that his
children Jlight have an advanced education rea~ materialised in a bi& way. All five of them attended the
Universit7, tben 1111' four boys, and 'llfY sister• • daugh~
Helen, and with the husbams, wives of these children,
and grandchildren who graduated trom the Uni'Y8rsity,
~
this adds up to at least sixty years that Mmbers of
the DaYid clan were enrolled. My' tbree sons went on to
other schools 1 Jrankl1 n and Kirk to Medical Schools,
H&rTard and CollDibiaJ Homer, Jr., reeeived his a.dvaDHcl
degree .trom Harvard Graduate School of Business Actmi n1strat1on. J8118s has followed merchaDdising since leaviag the University of Idaho.

•n-

•1bere are many pieDeer famUies I would l1lte to
tioa, who were tine citizens, but or course I can't
uention an. Then, there ar~ so ~ old eustoJI8rs or
the store who became :frieilds over the years~ As I have
said, in those early days people traded at stores where
they liked the cnmers, and I may say that many customers traded at the store because of a :tr!endlinesa tor
Frank A. David. He was the same to men, women and
ch~, and to this day many mention him to •• He
Slll))ced a
trie~

pipe, and they remember him with his pipe

am

manner.

"I was in the store from June, 1901, when I graduated
from the University, until 19.59, when I retired, and we
sold the busiDes-fitty-eight years in one building,
through good times atxl bad, as far as the econoJV' ot

-15the nation was concerned, through the several r emodeling times of the store itself, tlte major one being in
1919-20. Depress'-a came and went-1907 1 1913 1 then
af'ter 1919 • At the time, we had borrowed a large sua
of money to remodel the store . Prices of merchar¥iise
.fell f'if'ty per cent 1 business .C.ll off, collections
could not be made 1 and we had large month:cy payments io
make on what we had borrowed. We weathered this, however1 and the subsequent one in the 1930' s, that the
present generation remembers, when the banks closed
temporari:cy1 when wages were reduced twenty per cent,

at least, all over town. (May I say that our Store was
one business that did not reduce the salaries during
those teying years, and we survived) 1 the business
prospered, and when we sold in 19$9, we had buUt one
of the largest volume businesses in Northern Idaho. • • •

t.ae,

•Compared to the transportation ot the preseut
I
might give you an idea of how things were when I veDt
to the University. I would walk oYC to the Uaiverait7
aa:i we dr1lled tor an hour, trom 7:30 to 8: )0. nan I
would walk ho. to lunch--about a Idle. nten I would
I

walk back. In the art.ernoon, I would yp out tor football practice1 track and/or baseball. Ho• again tor
supper (the evening meal in those days) • I milked our
cow1 which was kept in the barn on the preaises. On
weekends I would walk back to the Uniwrsity to get rq
girl friend, and it there was a dance downtown, we
would walk back c:lowntown. 1ftea I would walk her he•,
and then walk baok again. 1hat would be equal1 I suppose, to eight miles a day1 at least, besides the
exercise in milltary drill and athletic training. • • •
In those days if it were an extra special occasion, I
might hire a horse-drawn cab from Frank Neely, who had
a livery barn. I think the toll was about 25¢, and
five cents for each additional person. • • • 7his was
a real sporty gesture."
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-16CD1ING EVENTS

Saturdaz,

October 1B:

12:30

AnmtaJ.. fall pot-luck dinner •
p.m7'"at the McConnell Mansion.

Sunday, Hova.ber 2: Bicentennial presentation-a program of
histor.y. 2 :00 p.m. at the
Eggan Youth Center. See paragraph 2, page 7.

oral

***••**********************•
* WAHmD: Responsible senior citisen to serve as *

*
*
*
*
*

*
*

caretaker of the Museum~ Ideal situation for
retired Jl8l1 and wife. Duties are to protect and
care for the Museum property, to prepare and
show exbibits, to show visitors through the Museum, to unage the Museum schedule of events and
group tiilt&trians, etc.

A small but comfortable apartment in the Muaeum:
is provided, together with heat, light, water,
aDd phone. Salary is small, but the e~loyee
will be free a large part of the time.
More details on page 4. For more information
caD. the Museum, 882-lDOh or Ray M. Berry,
882-7773.
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